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WOMAN STATUS & ROLE INISLAMIC PARTIES &
ASSEMBLIESIN YEMEN

ULFAT MUHAMMAD ABDEL-WALI| ADUBA'E
SUPERVISED BY:
DR. KHALIL DARWISH, PROF
ABSTRACT

The study aims mainly at identifying the status of women and their role in
the Islamic parties and assemblies. This objective could be attained by
answering some maor questions that tackled what the Islamic
dissertations have found out about originating women's active or
impeding roles. In order to do so, these dissertations resorted to
addressing the nature of the status occupied by women which also can be
trandated into practical roles, clarifying the differences, if any, between
the Islamic parties and assemblies with regard to women's status and roles
there; besides all other differences between males and females in this
respect, identifying the main obstacles that get into the way of improving
women's status and roles and shedding the light upon the most salient
proposals to improve this status and roles.

The historical approach was adopted in this research to explore the
beginnings of the women's action inside the Islamic parties and
assemblies and the developments thereof through the different phases.
The study also made use of the sample survey approach; besides
analyzing the contents of the documents and literature issued by these
assemblies. The study sample included (250) males and females. The
guestionnaire, interview and simple observation were used as study tools.
The field study was actually carried out during the time period (01/06-01-
08-2010).

The study came up with the following conclusions:

1- The socia and charity field is the most supporting area for the
status of women inside the Islamic parties and assemblies. The
religious invitational role is the cultural role exercised amongst
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women; however, the political role is still confined to voting in the
elections.

2- The study found out that isolating women in specific women's
sectors inside the Islamic parties and assemblies impeded the
development of their experience, compared to those of men. This
isolation, away from being part of the organizational structure of
the reform party or Salafi associations, has made these sectors look
as if there is an organization within an organization. At the same
time, it imposed upon the emerging organization (related to
women) the fact that they will always remain dependant and
retarded on the level of receiving information or the performance
level, no matter how active and efficient this organization is in the
women's sector in the reform party.

3- The study came up with the fact that Islamic parties and assemblies
female members can be more efficient if they adopt women's causes
and rights, especially that they are capable of reaching out to the
different sectors in the community, which distinguishes them from
the women in the other parties or those calling upon women's
rights, as they can only communicate with the knowledgeable
women, not the ordinary ones. If women in these assemblies just
become smoother and more flexible when it comes to women's
rights issues, they could be a significant tool in expanding women's
rightsin the Y emeni community.

The study came up with the following recommendations:

1- Reconsidering the educational curricula given to the members of the
Islamic parties and assemblies, in a way that guarantees the curricula's
ability to prepare women as a political and media part in the community in
general and their inclusion of all women's rights concepts that adopt a
knowledgeable Islamic vision based upon the equality in human value
between males and females, equality in the honor of delegation on earth
and the equality in citizenship.

2- Canceling al women's sectors attached to the reform party or Salafi
charitable associations and incorporating them within the party's or
association's organizational structure or developing communication
techniques between men and women, alowing them to move smoothly
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and exchange experiences; like preparing common preparation programs
for both men and women and common meetings not only on the
leadership level, but on the bases |level too.
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